AP Art History – Summer Prep
Mr. Ricard
Somerset Academy

Welcome to AP Art History!
 Hey there! Excited to get started on your studies for AP Art History? Of course you are! So, what is art history? What is this all about? 

First of all, let me say “WELCOME!” and that you are embarking on a journey that will be arduous, but well worth it. You will learn A LOT! Probably the first question you have is, “uh, what exactly is art history?” Simply put, it is the study of art throughout human history. We are going to be examining art work that has been created within the framework of western culture and contrasting it with other cultures. Think of it as an all-you-can-eat buffet of art!
You will need to get two books for the course, one for reviewing the material we study in class and the other for your summer reading – which will get you ready for our course. 
1. The Annotated Mona Lisa: A Crash Course in Art History from Prehistoric to Post-Modern by Carol Strickland (you’ll need this to review throughout the year)
2. But is it Art?: An Introduction to Art Theory by Cynthia Freeland  (you will need this to complete your summer project)

Directions: For this summer, start reading But is it Art?: An Introduction to Art Theory by Cynthia Freeland. There are 7 chapters, each discussing a theme or concern about art. We will be having discussions online once you return – so be prepared to read a chapter per week over the summer.

 What’s next? Please visit our course website http://ricardacademy.info/arthistory to get a look at the old syllabus from last year – to get an idea for what we will be doing next year. The assignments, readings, and dates are likely to change, however. Once you return from break, you will be given a series of assignments to discuss what we read this summer. Be prepared to discuss at length the ideas in the book.

If you have any further questions, email me at jricard@somersetacademy.com!

Have a great summer and see you in class! Go to a museum!
