
The Gift of the Nile

Pre-dynastic, Early dynastic, and 

Old Kingdom





¾ CONCEPTS OF DEATH
Egyptian fascination with the afterlife is the focus of much of its art. How does the 
conventions of Egyptian art reflect this? Look up the Book of the Dead for additional 
background.

¾ THE AMARNA REVOLUTION
The artistic revolution of Akhenaton is a major concept in the survey of Egyptian 
art, and one likely to appear on the AP* exam. Students should be able to explain 
how art of Dynasty 18 differed from the art that preceded it.

¾ PATRONAGE AND SYMBOLISM
The concepts of patronage and symbolism in ancient Egyptian art should be 
compared with examples from the Near East. Everything in Egypt was based on 
Pharoah.

¾ EGYPTIAN MYTHOLOGY
Study the importance of the afterlife in Egyptian mythology. The story of Osiris, Isis 
and Horus is a good example. The annual flooding of the Nile serves as a loaded 
metaphor for this cycle of death and rebirth. Be able discuss how Egyptian pharaohs 
used symbols associated with Osiris in their own funeral trappings ñfor example, the 
inner coffin of Tutankhamun's sarcophagus.





A primer in symbolism and pictography



¾ In 1799, Napoleon took a small 
troop of scholars, linguists and 
artists on a military expedition 
of Egypt and found the Rosetta 
Stone

¾ Composed of three languages: 

ÅClassical Greek(which they 
knew how to read)

ÅDemotic (Late Egyptian) 

ÅFormal Egyptian Hieroglyphics

¾ This stone became the key to 
unlocking the meanings behind 
Egyptian hieroglyphics!

¾ Learn More

http://internetdesignmediaclub.com/sites/archaeology/2008/11/04/the-rosetta-stone/


White Crown (left) symbolizes Upper Egypt

Red Crown (right) symbolizes Lower Egypt



Double Crown of Unified Egypt (left)

Blue Crown (middle)

Atef Crown (right) used in ceremony





Art before the Pharoahs

4350-3150 BC



People, boats, and animals. (detail of a watercolor 

copy of a wall painting

From Tomb 100 at Hierakonpolis,  Egypt, 

Predynastic3500 -3200 BC



¾The Pre-dynastic period 

in Egyptian art refers to 

the earliest or 

Prehistoric art of Egypt

¾Seems to be a funerary 

scene depicting people, 

animals and boats

¾Compare to the 

Neolithic paintings from 

ÇatalHüyük



¾The lower center of this image depicts a heraldic 

grouping of two animals flanking a human figure.  

ÖThe image suggests an influence of Mesopotamian art

ÖMesopotamian culture made its way to the Nile area via 

trade



Art of Early Egypt and the Kings Descended from Gods

3150-2670 BC



¾The Dynastic Period starts due to a 

priestõs list of kings, grouped into 

dynasties
Å30 dynasties ruled between 3000 and 332 BC

Å3000 BC is when Egypt became a consolidated 

state; Lower and Upper Egypt unified by Menes





¾0MD NE SGD VNQKC½R EHQRS 

historical artworks 

preserved

¾Commemorates the 

unification of Upper and 

Lower Egypt into the 

y,HMFCNL NE 5VN -@MCRx 

at the very end of the 

Pre-Dynastic period



¾Each side is divided into 

registers

¾Uses hieratic scale to 

stress importance of 

central figure (Narmer)

¾Sets the standard for 

human representation 

in Egyptian art for 

3,000 years!



¾Egyptians prepared eye 
makeup on tablets such 
as these for protecting 
their eyes against 
HQQHS@SHNM @MC SGD RTM½R 
glare 

¾Also serves as a blueprint 
of the formula for figure 
representation which 
characterizes Egyptian 
art for three thousand 
years



ÅThe back of the palette depicts 

the king wearing the bowling-pin-

shaped crown of Upper Egypt 

accompanied by an official who 

carries his sandals.  The king is in 

the process of slaying his enemy 

and is significant in the pictorial 

formula for signifying the 

inevitable triumph of the Egyptian 

god-kings.

ÅThe falcon is a symbol of Horus, 

the kings protector

ÅBelow the ground-line of the king 

are two of his fallen enemies

ÅAbove the king are the two 

heads of Hathor, a goddess of 

favorable disposition to Narmer

and shown as the cow with a 

VNL@M½R E@BDq  

ÅBetween these two faces is the 

hieroglyph of /@QLDQ½Rname 

with a frame representing the 

Royal Palace.

Symbolic of the unification

Used to hold the eye makeup

The front of the palette  depicts the king wearing the red cobra crown of Lower 

Egypt.  The bodies of the dead are seen from above, as each body is depicted with 

HS½R GD@C RDUDQDC @MC MD@SKX OK@BDC ADSVDDM HSR KDFRq  



2670-2150 BC



¾Rulers and architects focused on building 

structures that would house their royal ka 

for eternity

¾First structures were flat, single -storied 

structures called mastabas
ÅErected above a burial chamber containing a 

sarcophagus





¾During the 3rd

dynasty, a royal 

architect named 

Imhotep designs a 

stepped pyramid

ÅConsists of 6 mastabas

on top of each other

ÅImhotep is the first 

known artist in history


