Chapter 3 Art of Ancient Egypt

The Gift of the Nile
Middle Kingdom






Middle Kingdom Conventions

Old Kingdom rulers chose to be buried In
mastabas and pyramids

Rulers and high ranking officials during MK
chose rock-cut tombs

Tumultuous period in Egyptian history,
many difficulties faced and this Is

reflected in MK portraiture with a sense

of anxiety



Middle Kingdom Sculpture:
Head of Senusret Il

Artist: n/a

Title: Head of Senusret Il
Medium: Yellow quartzite
Size: height 1734 X 13%2 X
17" (45.1 X 34.3 X 43.2
cm)

Date: Twelfth Dynasty, c.
193841755 BCE (ruled c.
183631818 BCE)
Source/Museum: The
Nelson-Atkins Museum of
Art, Kansas City, Missouri.
Purchase: Nelson Trust
(62-11)



Middle Kingdom Sculpture:
Head of Senusret Il

Lead 4 successful
military campaigns
against Nubia

Had to reclaim the
monarchy from
growing strength of
noble class
Portraiture reflects
this anxiety and
wisdom




/ Comparison of Old and Middle
Kingdom Portraiture

SENUSREMI STATUE OKHAFRE




Middle Kingdom Sculpture:
Head of Senusret Il

Fill not thy heart with
a brother,
Know not a friend,
Nor make for thyself
I nt 1 mat es é
When thou sleepest,
guard for thyself
thing own heart;
For a man has no
people,
In the day of evil




Middle Kingdom Architecture:
Rock-cut Tombs of Beni Hasan

reated as a large scale sculpture, cut out
of solid rock along the east bank of the
Nile

Typical tomb contained an entrance
portico, a main hall, and a shrine with a
burial chamber underneath

Contained items from everyday life

AThese items could be real, painted, or sculpted
In relief



/ Middle Kingdom Architecture:
Rock-cut Tombs of Beni Hasan

v Artist: n/a
v Title: Rock-cut
tombs, Beni Hasan
7 Medium: n/a
Srtiaoenes 9 Size: nfa
~~ . v Date: Twelfth
‘ = Dynasty, c. 193881755
= BCE
S . Source/Museum: n/a
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Interior hall of the rockcut tombs of Amenemhet
Beni Hasan, Egypt, Dynasty XII, ca 198800 bc

About 2150 B.C.,the P h a r opmwed s
was being challenged by powerful noble
class, and for more than a century the
land was in a state of civil unrest and
near anarchy.

In 2040 B. C. the Pharaoh of Upper
Egypt, Mentuhotep |, managed to unite
Egypt again and established the so-
called Middle Kingdom (Dynasties XI-
XIV)

The columns in this tomb serve no
supportive function.

Notice the fluting on the columns. ltis
clear that the columns are not
supporting the ceiling of the tomb, as
many of the columns were broken, yet
still attached to the ceiling in some
cases.




Middle Kingdom Funerary Objects

Artist: n/a

Title: Pectoral of Senusretll
Medium: Gold and
semiprecious stones

Size: length 3%4" (8.2 cm)
Date: Twelfth Dynasty, c
193841755 (ruled c 184206
1837 BCE)
Source/Museum: Tomb of
Princess Sithathoryunet, el -
Lahun. / The Metropolitan
Museum of Art, New York.
Purchase, Rogers Fund and
Henry Walters Gift, 1916
(16.1.3)




Middle Kingdom Funerary Objects

Artist. n/a

Title: Hippopotamus
Medium: Falence

Size: length 7" (20 cm)
Date: Twelfth Dynasty, c.
193841755 BCE
Source/Museum: Tomb of
Senbi (tomb B.3), Meir. /
The Metropolitan Museum
of Art, New York. Gift of
Edward S. Harkness 1917
(17.9.1)




Middle Kingdom:
Representations of Daily Life
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Middle Kingdom:
Representations of Daily Life

Artist: n/a
Title: Stele of
Amenembhat |
Ne— i Medium: Painted
STl R R h Fr TR limestone

Size: 11 X 15" (30 X 50
cm)
Date: Twelfth Dynasty, c.
193831755 (ruled c. 19380
1908 BCE)
Source/Museum: Assasif
/ Egyptian Museum,
Cairo. The Metropolitan
Museum of Art, New York.
Excavation 1915416




Middle Kingdom:
Representations of Daily Life

Artist: n/a

Title: Model of a house and
garden

Medium: Painted and
plastered wood and copper
Size: length 33" (87 cm)
Date: Eleventh Dynasty, c.
2125055 BCE
Source/Museum: tomb of
Meketre, Deir el-Bahi. / The
Metropolitan Museum of
Art, New York. Purchase,
Rogers Fund and Edward S.
HarknessGift, 1920
(20.3.13)
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Middle Kingdom: Tomb Planning




